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would have to be overcome to establish a just and sane society. They were equally
certain that the huge advance in productive capacity which capitalism had helped to
bring about, by proving that poverty could be abolished, had made such a
transformation possible, immediately or at least within the near future. So what
went wrong? Donovan Pedelty, in this widely-ranging, fascinating and sometimes
darkly humorous Anarchist critique, explores the answer to this question through a
study of development of Socialism during the last hundred years or so, focusing
principally on the British Labour Movement since World War II. Within the framework
of what apologists for capitalism have always dismissed as ‘utopian visions’, but
which Socialists have shown to be realisable, this book traces, in Part One, the
development in Britain — through the jockeying for power of the bourgeois political
parties — of ‘fully representative democracy’, while highlighting the contradiction
between this development and their commitment to capitalism. Part Two analyses
the reasons why the party formed to challenge the dominance of capital failed to use
that ‘democratic power’ to give the people social justice — and ultimately capitulated
to capitalism. This is the story of How Labour lost the Millennium.
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About the author: Born in time for the General Strike, Donovan Pedelty was an evacuee in the early years of World
War II, then in the army, ﬁnally serving as a signaller in the Parachute Regiment during the last days of the British
Mandate in Palestine. His formal education, interrupted by Adolf, was ﬁnished off at Birkbeck College during the
early seventies. His political education came courtesy of the British army, Her Majesty's Government, local government
worthies, landlords and sundry bosses. Result: a life-long activist in real-life politics in the workplace and in society at
large. A journalist for twenty years, he then taught in secondary schools and in further education. He married a girl
who came as a refugee to England from Vienna, after the Anschluss. They have two sons, two grandsons and two
granddaughters. The author describes this as all in all a pretty ordinary twentieth-century life. And if you were to ask
him what distinguished academic credentials he has, what noteworthy political posts he has held, which have
equipped him to write this book, he would answer that it is the very lack of such props of the establishment that
qualify him best.
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